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With the exception of Manila, Cebu bears more traces of its
early Spanish occupation than any other town in the Philippines.
It was the cradle of the Christian faith and the centre from which
it was propagated. Many of the early Spanish houses still
remain, the lower storeys solidly constructed of stone with
overhanging closed-in balconies of wood. Near the quay is a
little Plaza, shaded by great trees. Modern streets lead to the
residential quarters where the Filipino style of house, wooden
structures raised on piles, predominates. Many are of consider-
able size and display typical architectural features.
In the Plaza stands the most arresting of all the monuments
of the Islands, " Magellan's Cross," set up by the great navi-
gator on his arrival in April, 1521. It marks the site on which
the first Mass was said. The large plain wooden cross stands in
the shelter of an octagonal arched kiosk, the eight openings
screened by heavy bars. It is much venerated, and candles, sold
on the stone steps, are bought and lit and pushed through
between the bars to burn themselves out with flickering flame in
the precincts of the monument.
What a world of history that simple cross recalls—the great
adventure of Ferdinand Magellan's voyage through the Straits
that bear his name, and on across the Pacific—and all that it
meant, his coming to these lands—Christianity and cunning—
cruelty and culture—education and extortion—periods of good
and periods of bad—yet progress all the time, slow and uneasy,
built up upon sacrifice and crime, upon misgovernment and
wisdom, upon avarice and patriotism, until at last the people
rose against the Spaniards and America intervened.    Taking
advantage of the good that existed, eradicating the abuses, leaving
much   untouched   and   reconstructing   still   more,   tempering
their rule to the faith and spirit of the people, the Americans
have been successful.   There were mistakes at first.   No Western
Government ever undertook the administration of an Eastern
people without mistakes, but wisdom and efficiency and good-
will prevailed.   It was a great task and has been well carried
out.
There are two notable churches in Cebu, the Cathedral and
the'Church of Saint Augustin, both imposing and interesting
examples of Spanish Colonial ecclesiastical architecture. The
Cathedral possesses a handsome vaulted nave and a highly
ornate altar. How the construction of these imposing fanes
must have impressed the native inhabitants, whose sole know-

